Korea  and  Her  People 


IS  ORE  A,  annexed  by  Japan  in  1910,  lies  between  the  great  nations  of 
L V Russia,  China  and  Japan.  Her  position  affords  peculiar  economic 
advantages  not  held  by  any  other  territory  in  the  Far  East,  an  asset  of 
no  mean  proportion. 
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Commercially 

Korea  is  in  the  direct  pathway 
of  trade  between  these  nations.  As 
her  industries  are  developed  she  is 
in  position  to  take  advantage  of 
these  adjacent  markets. 

Politically 

The  Koreans  have  now  an  or- 
dered government.  They  have  lost 
a large  measure  of  liberty  but  they 
have  gained  a new  discipline,  a new 
courage  and  a new  national  spirit.  The  recorded 
history  of  3,000  years  spurs  the  new  generation 
to  a zeal  for  education  and  a resolve  to  make  a 
future  equal  to  their  past. 

Economically 

The  Koreans  are  more  prosperous  today  than 
they  were  ten  years  ago.  No  unprejudiced  ob- 
server can  deny  that  the  first  ten  years  of  Japan ’s 
rule  have  been  remarkable.  The  population  has 
increased,  trade  has  enlarged  seven  fold,  schools 
enroll  larger  numbers  than  in  1910,  and  commer- 
cial enterprise  and  factories  are  multiplying. 

Socially 

Korea  is  invaded  by  a flood  of  modern  ideas 
from  Russia,  China  and  Japan  as  she  was  for- 
merly overrun  by  their  armies.  Bolshevism  from 
the  north,  political  uncertainty  from  China,  and 
growing  tendencies  to  democracy  in  Japan  cause 
a restlessness  and  a desire  for  wider  outlook 
among  Korean  people. 


Forces  at  Work 

Two  forces  today  are  shaping  Korea  — the 
inner,  silent  and  spiritual  leaven  of  Christianity, 
and  the  outward  iron  framework  of  the  stern, 
efficient  rule  of  Japan.  Both  of  these  are  play- 
ing their  part  in  the  reshaping  of  the  nation — 
the  creation  of  a new  Korea. 

Greatness  of  Korea 

The  greatness  of  Korea  lies  in  her  spiritual 
potentialities.  She  has  been  called  “The  Chris- 
tian Gateway  to  the  Far  East.  ’ ’ A visit  to  Korea 
is  a tonic  to  faith.  Her  Christianity  is  as  potent 
and  flourishing  a type  as  one  can  find.  Lord 
Robert  Cecil  said  of  Korea  that  she  seemed 
destined  to  be  to 
the  Far  East  what 
Palestine  had  been 
to  the  Western 
world. 

Appeal  for  Aid 

Mission  bodies, 
working  in  Korea, 
have  urgently  ap- 
pealed to  the  Y.  M. 

C.  A.  for  trained 
secretaries  to  su- 
pervise the  work 
for  young  men  in 
their  respective  ter- 
ritories. It  is  an 
unprecedented  ap- 
peal. 
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Korea  and  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

ISITING  such  institutions  as  yours  in  Korea,  Japan  and  China 
made  me  realize  as  never  before  what  a power  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  is 
in  the  East,  especially  in  the  larger  cities.  It  seems  to  me  that  your 
record  in  Seoul  is  a wonderful  one.  — G.  a.  Plimpton,  Ginn  & Co.,  Publishers,  New  York. 
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Leadership 

The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  is  now  organized  in  five  cities 
and  in  sixteen  educational  institutions  of  Korea. 
The  general  secretary  of  the  National  Move- 
ment is  Hugh  H.  W.  Cynn,  one  of  the  ablest  lead- 
ers of  the  new  Korea.  He  is  the  graduate  of  an 
American  university  and  has  traveled  exten- 
sively in  Europe,  America  and  Asia.  He  has 
shown  unusual  skill  as  an  executive  and  as  an 
administrator.  He  has  gathered  around  him  for 
his  national  committee  a group  of  the  outstand- 
ing Christian  Korean  leaders. 

The  Plant 

The  Seoul  Y.  M.  C.  A.  has  a well  equipped 
modern  plant,  consisting  of  a main  building, 

boys’  building, 
gymnasium  and 
industrial  plant. 

Departments 

The  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
work  includes  edu- 
cational, religious 
and  industrial 
features.  Both  day 
and  night  schools 
enroll  1,000  stu- 
dents, the  school 
for  working  boys 
being  taught  by 
volunteer  Korean 
teachers.  The  re- 
ligious work  is  of 


great  significance.  In  one  evan- 
gelistic campaign  alone,  in  Seoul, 
655  men  and  boys  decided  to  begin 
a Christian  life. 

Industrial 

The  Industrial  Department 
teaches  cabinet  and  furniture  mak- 
ing, work  in  iron,  printing,  photog- 
raphy, and  other  trades  to  scores 
of  young  men.  It  is  developing  a 
group  of  artisans  whose  influence 
is  being  felt  throughout  Korea. 
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Athletics 

Athletics  make  an  irresistible  appeal  to  the 
Korean  youth.  Baseball  was  first  introduced 
into  Korea  by  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  is  now  the 
great  national  game.  Basket  ball  teams  now 
play  matched  games  with  the  Japanese  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  in  Tokyo. 

Student  Work 

Student  Associations  are  serving  their  com- 
munities by  establishing  Sunday  schools  in 
villages  where  no  church  services  are  held. 
Evangelistic  deputations  of  student  groups  are 
cooperating  with  pastors  in  reaching  men  and 
boys  of  their  communities. 

Ten  Men 

Ten  men  additional,  supplied  within  the 
next  five  years,  could  without  doubt  complete  in 
this  generation  America’s  contribution  to  the 
extension  of  the  Association  ideal  in  Korea.  It 
is  a comprehensible  task. 


FOREIGN  DIVISION 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations 
of  the  United  States  and  Canada 
347  Madison  Avenue,  New  York 


A trained 
Korean 
Leadership 
makes  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A. 
I ndigenous 


One  of 
the  practical 
workshops 
of  the 
Industrial 
Department 


